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 The Student Access Plan (SAP) Guide 

Background 
In a Universal Design Framework, teachers provide classroom instruction that incorporates 
options for supporting student motivation and engagement; that provide multiple ways for 
information to be presented so that all learners can access and understand the content; and 
that provide multiple ways for students to express what they know and understand. In order to 
build a classroom based on providing the range of options that will reach all learners, teachers 
have access to a variety of strategies and tools that support learner variability.  

By having access to these supports as part of a universally-designed classroom environment, 

most student’s learning needs should be met. For students with disabilities, as the team 

discovers tools that support that student’s specific needs, these can be incorporated into that 

student’s individual education plan. At other times, a more intentional, guided process may be 

needed.  

The process we have developed here at Placer County Office of Education is based on a model 

used as best-practice assessment in the field of Assistive Technology, the SETT model (Students, 

Environments, Tasks, Technology, Joy Zabala, Ed.D., ATP). It is also grounded in the principles of 

the Quality Indicators for Assistive Technology (QIAT) that tell us that an appropriate process 

for considering a student’s need for assistive technology: 

 Is conducted by a team with the collective knowledge and skills needed to determine

possible solutions that address the needs and abilities of the student, demands of the

customary environments, educational goals, and related activities.

 Includes a functional review of the student’s customary environments, current and

anticipated, because characteristics and demands in each may vary.

 Tool recommendations are based on data collected about the student, environments

and tasks.

The SETT model was developed to help support a collaborative, school-based process to make 

decisions about tools for students that are student-centered, environmentally useful, and task-

focused. When tools are selected without up-front attention to the environments in which the 



tools will be used, and the naturally-occurring tasks within these environments, there is a much 

higher likelihood of abandonment of the use of the tools.  

The SAP process was designed to be guided by specially-training UDL/AT Coaches who have 

participated in an extensive training cohort as part of the Accessible Curriculum for All project. 

This training grounds participants in the foundations and principles of Universal Design for 

Learning and provides hands-on training with the strategies and specific tools that will enable 

teachers to provide universally-designed instruction across the curriculum. UDL/AT Coaches are 

supported by ACA Mentors during the course of the training and continue to have access to 

these specialists and the resources of the PCOE Assistive Technology Program and the ACA 

project moving forward. The model is part of a comprehensive multi-tiered system of support 

in which we are committed to ALL students having access to universal supports (Tier 1); the 

combined resources of the ACA Mentors and UDL/AT Coaches to support targeted planning 

and access to specific tools for any struggling learner (Tier 2); and continued access to 

specialists (e.g. AT Specialists, OI Specialists, Occupational Therapists, Speech-Language 

Pathologists, Vision Specialists, DHH Specialists) for those students with low incidence or high 

need disabilities (Tier 3).  

SAP Resources 

In this guide, you will find the tools and resources to support the consideration of specific 

strategies and tools for those students who may benefit from a more focused consideration of 

their needs as they relate to their access to the curriculum and the learning environment.  

Section 1 

The Information Gathering Tool is a planning document to be used by UDL/AT Coaches as they 

plan for an upcoming team consideration. This tools gathers information about the student and 

their current program supports. For each area of consideration (math, reading, writing, 

speaking and listening, executive functioning), the Coach reviews whether the student is 

meeting grade level standards or expectations in order to identify areas for additional data 

collection. 

Section 2 

Section 2 contains Data Collection Inventories to “dig deeper” into those areas identified as 

areas of need.  

Section 3 

Section 3 contains the tool to summarize the consideration process that the team will engage in 

to develop a Student Access Plan. Applying the principles of AT consideration and the SETT 



process to these Tier 2 student consideration meetings, the following steps are included in 

developing a plan: 

Step 1: Reviewing the student’s abilities and needs 

 Characteristics that are strengths for the student
 General characteristics that are potential barriers to learning
 Identifying areas of need (from Information Gathering Tool and Data Collection

Inventories) and looking specifically at the student’s variability, identifying the
primary challenges that need addressing

Step 2: Identifying specific UDL strategies for instructional staff to target in providing 

additional support for the student 

Step 3: Prioritizing, using the SETT process 

 Identifying three areas for priority consideration by the team

 Considering the environments where additional support may be needed

 Identifying the specific tasks the student needs to be more successful with

 Identifying the tools the student is using now as well as additional tools to

explore

Step 4: Developing an action plan 

Section 4 

The team consideration process gives us the action plan to follow in order to have 

accountability to each other and to the student. The team may also decide to use two 

additional documents to support follow-through and accountability: 

A Trial Summary: for some tools we may need to consider whether a trial is important to 

answer the following questions: 

 Will the student be able to effectively learn the tool we are considering?

 Will the team be able to learn and support the tool we are considering?

 Will the tool actually be effective in addressing the needs we have identified for the

student?

An AT Implementation Plan summarizes, for anyone working with the student, the specifics of 

what we will need to do to support its use. Based on this information, it also assists the team in 

determining if, and how, the tool should be documented in the IEP for the student with a 

disability.  




