AAC Needs Assessment[image: https://lh6.googleusercontent.com/CqGyWRT2fMO9UtX8Uckj8LeoGzq83lcp_cwI25TrXcXAV0hf_0l1bm3fxNSIpd6sfFIG4FEYoNriHljzd5C838MPVk0Yaf43KJ-ONcvV7t7hoNJ3pMMDERDEM2LcHLl2oO20PKdtPqc]

		
An AAC needs assessment assists the educational team in determining whether a student’s current systems of communication (including any aided supports) are meeting the student’s needs for showing what they know or understand; building independence; and building relationships or social connection. If additional supports are indicated, the process includes evaluating the underlying skills or factors that impact the identification and selection of appropriate communication strategies and tools in order for the team to discuss potential solutions and next steps.


Student Information:
	[bookmark: bookmark=id.gjdgxs][bookmark: Text1]Name:            
	[bookmark: bookmark=id.30j0zll][bookmark: Text4]Birthdate:           
	[bookmark: bookmark=id.1fob9te][bookmark: Text7]Age:           

	[bookmark: bookmark=id.3znysh7][bookmark: Text2]School District:           
	[bookmark: bookmark=id.2et92p0][bookmark: Text5]School of Attendance:           

	[bookmark: Text3][bookmark: bookmark=id.tyjcwt]Date of Report:            
	[bookmark: bookmark=id.3dy6vkm][bookmark: Text6]Assessor:           




Primary participants for reviewing/determining AAC supports:
	Name(s):
	Role:

	[bookmark: Text8]         
	Parent(s)/Guardian(s)

	[bookmark: Text9]          
	[bookmark: Text13]          

	[bookmark: Text10]          
	[bookmark: Text14]          

	[bookmark: Text11]          
	[bookmark: Text15]          

	[bookmark: Text12]          
	[bookmark: Text16]          



RECORDS REVIEWED
[bookmark: Text17]          

BACKGROUND INFORMATION	
[bookmark: Text18]          

PURPOSE/CURRENT NEED FOR THIS ASSESSMENT
[bookmark: Text19]          

THIS ASSESSMENT INCLUDES:
1. [bookmark: bookmark=id.3j2qqm3][bookmark: Text20]A summary of      ’s current communication strategies
2. A description of any aided supports currently available
3. A summary of current skills as they relate to the use of AAC supports
4. Recommendations for the IEP team to consider

All tools/activities used were valid for the specific purpose for which they were used and were selected as most appropriate when considering the student’s cultural and individual needs, and language and cognitive levels. No standardized tests were administered as assistive technology (AAC) is not an evaluation for eligibility (see description above).  Information gathered will be reviewed with the educational team in order to make team-based priorities and decisions. 

PHASE 1: HOW DOES THE STUDENT CURRENTLY COMMUNICATE?
Communication sampling tool: 
[bookmark: Text21]         

Observation/settings: 
[bookmark: Text22]          

Describe the student’s current range of communication behaviors (or means):
[bookmark: Text23]          

What does the student communicate for and about (or communication functions): 
[bookmark: Text24]         

Describe verbal behavior: 
[bookmark: Text25]     
[bookmark: bookmark=id.3whwml4]     
Current use of aided communication tools:
[bookmark: Text26]         

ARE STUDENT’S CURRENT SYSTEMS (including vocalization/verbalization, nonverbal behavior and any aided systems currently in place) OF COMMUNICATION MEETING HIS/HER NEEDS?
[bookmark: Check1][bookmark: Prompt6]|_|   YES 
[bookmark: Check2][bookmark: Prompt8][bookmark: Prompt9]|_|  NO 

[bookmark: Text27]Summary:      
[bookmark: bookmark=id.1pxezwc]     

PHASE 2: OBSERVATIONS/DATA COLLECTION OF STUDENT’S CURRENT SKILL LEVELS (related to using aided communication tools)
[image: ]
	[bookmark: bookmark=id.49x2ik5][bookmark: Text28]Data gathering tools:           

	[bookmark: Text29][bookmark: bookmark=id.2p2csry]Summary of mobility/positioning:            

	[bookmark: bookmark=id.147n2zr][bookmark: Text30]Summary of access skills:           

	[bookmark: bookmark=id.3o7alnk][bookmark: Text31]Overall Motor-Access considerations for potential communication tool(s):           



[image: ]
	[bookmark: Text32]Data gathering tools:           

	[bookmark: Text33]Summary of vision/hearing/tactile:           

	[bookmark: Text34]Overall Sensory-Perceptual considerations for potential communication tool(s):           



[image: ]
	[bookmark: Text35]Data gathering tools:           

	[bookmark: Text36]Summary of general cognitive/language skills:           

	[bookmark: Text37]Summary of symbolic skills:           

	[bookmark: bookmark=id.23ckvvd][bookmark: Text38]Summary of literacy skills:           

	[bookmark: Text39]Overall Cognitive-Linguistic considerations for potential communication tool(s):            



[image: ]
	[bookmark: Text40]Data gathering tools:           

	[bookmark: Text41]Motivation to communicate:          

	[bookmark: Text42]Partner considerations:            

	[bookmark: bookmark=id.ihv636][bookmark: Text43]Summary of social skills:           

	[bookmark: bookmark=id.32hioqz][bookmark: Text44]Summary of strategic skills:           

	[bookmark: Text45]Overall Social-Strategic considerations for potential communication tool(s):            



SUMMARY:
[bookmark: bookmark=id.1hmsyys][bookmark: Text46][bookmark: bookmark=id.41mghml][bookmark: Text51][bookmark: Text52][bookmark: bookmark=id.2grqrue]Skills student currently demonstrates: Based on the information gathered,       demonstrates the characteristics of having an ‘      Level Communicator Profile’, with the following description:      .
[bookmark: bookmark=id.vx1227][bookmark: Text47]What outcomes are we working toward?: Our goal for all individuals with complex communication needs is to support them in developing the skills needed to participate fully in all aspects of life including expressing wants and needs, exchanging information, building social closeness and participating effectively in social routines. In order to support       in moving closer to achieving these long-term outcomes, the following priorities are identified for current skill building:
· [bookmark: Text48]     
· [bookmark: Text49]     
· [bookmark: Text50]     
 
RECOMMENDATIONS:
1. Recommendations for STRATEGIES to support current priorities for skill development: 
[bookmark: bookmark=id.3fwokq0][bookmark: Text53][bookmark: bookmark=id.1v1yuxt][bookmark: Text54][bookmark: bookmark=id.4f1mdlm][bookmark: Text55] At this time,       would benefit from continuing to use multimodal communication which will allow       to build language skills through increasing the range of communication forms and functions       has access to. The focus of using a multimodal approach is to increase meaningful and active participation in the learning environment and building relationships and social connection with peers, staff and family. 
[bookmark: Prompt13][bookmark: Prompt18][bookmark: bookmark=id.2u6wntf][bookmark: Text56]Specific multimodal and communication partner strategies to consider:           
2. Recommendations for TOOLS to support current priorities for skill development: 
[bookmark: Text57]      would benefit from a tool/s that has the following critical features:
· [bookmark: Text58]          
· [bookmark: Text59]          
· [bookmark: Text60]          
· [bookmark: Text61]          
· [bookmark: Text62]          

[bookmark: bookmark=id.46r0co2][bookmark: Text69]Examples of tools that can meet      ’s current needs include:
	Tools

	[bookmark: Text63]          
	[bookmark: bookmark=id.111kx3o][bookmark: Text64]          
	[bookmark: Text65]          

	Description

	[bookmark: Text66]     
	[bookmark: Text67]        
	[bookmark: Text68]         




NEXT STEPS:
[bookmark: bookmark=id.1egqt2p][bookmark: Text70]The team may consider and prioritize tool(s) for exploration or trials. It is recommended that the team re-convene following any exploration or trial to review outcomes and make final recommendations. At that time, the team may want to consider specific IEP goals/objectives to support      ’s skill development (e.g. across the areas of social-strategic, linguistic, and/or operational competencies). 

[bookmark: bookmark=id.3ygebqi][bookmark: Text71]In order to build shared beliefs, responsibilities and priorities for supporting       in obtaining these outcomes, the team may want to consider using one or more of the following collaborative team processes once a system is in place:
[bookmark: Check3]|_|  AAC Snapshot: A shared summary of information that all team members need to know and understand as we work together to “move students forward” with communication competence using aided tools.
[bookmark: Check4]|_|  AAC Roles and Responsibilities: A plan for defining “who is doing what” when it comes to managing all of the support needed for a student with a more robust, aided communication system. 
[bookmark: Check5]|_|  Communication Access Plan: A team-based collaborative process to identify current challenges, consider current settings and supports, and identify priorities for taking small steps towards implementing successful strategies to support skill development and communication competence for the student. 


[bookmark: bookmark=id.4bvk7pj][bookmark: Text74][bookmark: bookmark=id.2r0uhxc][bookmark: Text72][bookmark: bookmark=id.1664s55][bookmark: Text73]Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns. I look forward to discussing these recommendations and supporting       and       team in further developing       communication skills and competence. 


					
[bookmark: Text75]     
[bookmark: bookmark=id.3q5sasy]     


















  
This assessment process is a component of the training and resources of the Building Tiered Supports for AAC/Open Access project, funded by the California Department of Education/California Collaborative for Educational Excellence. Use of materials and resources is granted to speech-language pathologists who have completed “AAC Implementation” certification (for a listing of certified evaluators visit www.openaccess-ca.org), and only for use with students on the individual’s caseload. 

[image: ]

Page | 3   
[image: ]

image3.png
@ COGNITIVE ~ LINGUISTIC




image4.png
“q SOCIAL~ STRATEGIC




image1.png
MOTOR ~ ACCESS




image2.png
535 SENSORY ~ PERCEPTUAL




image6.png
% Building Tiered Supports




image5.png




image7.jpg
Building Tiered Supports

for Augmentative
& Alternative

COMMUNICATION




